
Ears Open, Mouth Shut 

"Conversations with others go much better if I keep my ears open and my mouth 
shut."  

I think I knew that rule. So much of what I do is led by my intuition which has been 
informed by many life experiences. This week, I become cognitively aware of this in-
tuitive understanding. 

With two brothers from Liberty Chapel, it was a privilege for me to attend the Special 
General Conference in St. Louis. In the dome, in restaurants, on the streets, I was 
able to converse with persons from all around the nation and globe–persons of all 
theological viewpoints. My spiritual life is richer for this experience. 

I found that conversations with others went much better if I kept my ears open and 
my mouth shut. If my viewpoint differed from the other, the conversation pretty much 
ended whenever I opened my mouth. 

As I reflect on this rule, it may be a good one for my spiritual development. 

Lent begins, March 6. Our Ash Wednesday service will begin at 7:00 pm and will last 
for half an hour. That will be the last part of Wednesday Night Ministries for Children 
and Jr. High Students. It will be right before the start time for Sr. High Students. It will  
only be half an hour for adults. 

One thing I want to test during the forty days of Lent: Will my conversation with God 
go better if I keep my ears open and my mouth shut? 

Is there sin in my life that God wants to expose and remove? Is there a spiritual dis-
cipline I need to start or enhance? What transformation does the Holy Spirit want to 
work in my life? Can Jesus break through in silence and meditation? 

Is there a ministry or mission to which God is calling me? Are there God opportuni-
ties coming my way that I might recognize if I focused on God instead of me? 

How will keeping my ears open and my mouth help me observe a Holy Lent? 

"Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me." 

 

See you Sunday, 

 

 

Pastor Brad 

 

March 

 2019 



  

 March is an exciting month for our youth ministry. On March 3rd, the Jr. 

and Sr. High students will be going to serve at a food bank called Enpuzzle-

ment. We will be helping them sort food that gets distributed to non-profits all 

over the place, including our own food pantry. We will be having lunch after 

church and leaving right after that. This should be a great opportunity for stu-

dents to serve and learn in a different culture. We are also having a concert and 

speaker at Liberty Center high school on March 13th. Joel Penton will be speak-

ing during the day at the school and then sharing the Gospel in the evening 

during a concert. This event is geared towards middle school and high school 

students, but anybody is welcome to attend. 

 In past years I’ve always done a Bible study for seniors over the summer. 

However, it’s been a little too late. Between summer jobs, grad parties, and col-

leges starting at different times, it’s been hard to do as well as I hoped. So this 

year we’re having it in March. On the first 4 Sundays in March, I’ll be having a 

Bible study for high school seniors only to talk about keeping faith after gradu-

ation. I think this is an extremely pivotal time in their faith and am excited to 

host this for them! We aren’t meeting the last week in March because we are 

having our Inquire weekend here at the church! The youth will be hosting our 

soup and pie dinner that Sunday as a fundraiser for our mission trip in Mil-

waukee and then will head to SkyZone after!  

 Like I said, it’s a lot going on in addition to track season starting up (I’m 

coaching again). I’m super excited for all the ministry opportunities, but also 

know it’s going to be an extremely busy month. I hope there are some things 

coming up in March that excite you as well. If not, at least we should have 

some warmer weather! Have a great March. 

  

  

In Christ, 

Pastor Tom 

March 2019 



Friday, March 29th— 6:00 pm Dinner 

    7:00 pm Worship/Teaching 

 

Saturday, March 30th—8:30 am Coffee and Donuts 

       9:00 am Worship/Teaching 

       6:00 pm Dinner 

       7:00 pm Worship/Teaching 

  

Sunday,  March 31st—9:15 am Sunday School 

    10:30 am  One Worship Service 

             11:45 am  Soup & Pie Luncheon prepared by YF 

      6:00 pm Closing Worship 



Family and friends of Morris Myers – Morris passed away February 7th;  Joe Crouse 

(Hartford/Barnes family friend) – In ICU waiting for heart transplant. 

 

LongLongLongLong----Term NeedsTerm NeedsTerm NeedsTerm Needs:  Bonnie Mohler—Health Concerns;  DeeAnn Shafer—Cancer; Courtney 

Patton—Health Concerns;  Isaac Seagrave (Steve & Mary Seagrave’s son) - Health con-

cerns;  Margaret Bollman—Health Concerns;  Rebecca Livengood (Vicky Leatherman’s moth-

er) - Health concerns;  Ken Silveus; Leo “Bud” Zenz,  Kent Spiess,  Brady Chapa—Cancer;  

Connie Cramer (Christy Myers’ mother) - Lymphoma.  Also, members of the military and 

their families, our missionary families.   
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Join us this Wednesday, March 6th,  for our Ash Wednesday Service, 

as we begin the season of Lent.  We will have Wednesday Night 

Ministries from 6:30-7 pm,  Ash Wednesday service from 7-7:30 pm, 

and Sr. High YF will start at their normal time of 7:30 pm. 

Join us in celebrating at our annual benefit! Tuesday, April 23rd at Archbold 

High School, Archbold.   Hors d’oeuvres begin at 5:30 pm and event at 

7:00 pm.   Registration is free and requested by April 14th, but is not 

required. There will be an opportunity during the event to donate.  If 

you would like to attend, you can call (419) 636-5692 or go online at 

https://cpcnwo.org/ to register. 
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Liberty Chapel United Methodist Church 
9474 County Road V, Liberty Center, OH 43532 

 

 Lead Pastor Dr. Brad Martin  Youth Pastor Tom Gerberich 
  

            Church Phone 419-533-2881          Church Office Hours M – F 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
  

 SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS – 8:15 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. 
              SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:15 A.M. 

               

              E-mail:  libertychapel@metalink.net 
 Web site:  Libertychapel.net 

 

“A body knowing and growing in Christ so deeply that He is “A body knowing and growing in Christ so deeply that He is “A body knowing and growing in Christ so deeply that He is “A body knowing and growing in Christ so deeply that He is 
overflowing to others.”overflowing to others.”overflowing to others.”overflowing to others.”    
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