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On a May morning, a little over 17 years ago, | watched Andy pull his Eclipse out of the driveway
and head to Wheelersburg High School for his last day—our family’s last day of public school edu-
cation. This era in our family’s life lasted for 29 years. While there were many friendships and
memories created, and while our kids received quality, well-rounded educations, | was satisfied
and more than a little relieved to see this chapter in our lives come to an end. . . .forever. . ..

School Daze

Until Wednesday night, when we went to open house at the new Liberty Center school with Leah,
who is totally stoked to begin Kindergarten. Through sweaty eyes, | read directions for tasks
around the room that she quickly and easily accomplished. Although she is more than ready, I'm
pretty certain I'm not ready for this cycle to begin again.

About a month ago, we enjoyed our high school class reunion. It was good to laugh with friends
and remember stories and shenanigans from back in the day. We reminisced about favorite teach-
ers. We missed friends who were unable to attend and honored students who have passed. One
classmate gave me a program from our musical "Hello Dolly." Another sent me a picture of our
senior prom date—before Sherry and | were an item. (Maybe in some weak moment, those pictures
will show up on Facebook.) We looked through Log of E’s and pictures scattered around the ta-
bles. My best friend from school joined us at church and enjoyed Sunday dinner with us. We grad-
uated with a quality education and knew everything and were ready to take on the world.

| know that Leah will create the same kinds of memories. Best friends. Favorite teachers. New
learnings and interests. Extra-curriculars. Focused hopes and dreams. I'm as ready as I'll ever be
for her to jump into that process with both feet. | pray God’s direction and protection as she reach-
es for her best. . .not her second best. | pray that whatever she does, Jesus will be in the center of
her heart and life.

| pray that for all you students who are likewise beginning this school year. Reach for your best. .
.not your second best. Above all else, continue to grow in your love and knowledge of Jesus
Christ.

| pray for you (us) parents, for the wisdom and ability to let go when appropriate and to give firm
direction when needed. In all the busyness of work and school and play and life, keep focused on
Jesus.

And save the date: May 25, 2031 there will be a big party at our home as we celebrate Leah’s
graduation!

See you Sunday,

bl

Pastor Brad
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We recently had a leadership retreat with student and adult leaders of
YF. It was a really refreshing time and a great time to focus on the vision and
purpose of YF. It really got me thinking about the question ‘Why?’ It’s a simple
question but has big implications. Why do we plan events every year? Why do
we want more students to come? Why do we give up our Wednesday nights all
year?

As we reflect on ‘why,” we eliminate some things that aren’t working well
or aren’t worth our time, and add more things that help us accomplish our goal
of getting Jr. and Sr. High students to know Jesus. This process helps us to fo-
cus more on our purpose and eliminate time that we waste on things that don’t
matter. Maybe you need to evaluate that in your life. Why do you work where
you work? Why do you go to sporting events? Why do you spend your free time
how you do? Ultimately as we ask why, it refines our purpose and brings us
back to the fact that at the end of the day Jesus is the only one that truly mat-
ters and it helps us center our lives on Him. So take some time this month and
ask yourself the question, ‘Why?’

As for an update on ministry, we will start Wednesday night ministries
on September 5th. Times will be the same as last year. 8t grade and under will
meet from 6:30-7:30 pm and 9-12th grade 7:00-8:45 pm. For those in Jr. and
Sr. High YF, we will have a parents meeting from 7:00-7:30 pm. We will start
The Rock back up on September 4t from 3-5 pm.

Hope you have an awesome September!

Pastor Tom



Thank you to everyone for your help
and support at the Henry County fair
this year! We had a great week of weath-
er and a great week of meeting new
friends in the booth with Napoleon Naz-
arene. I heard good things about the
joint effort this year with them. It takes
so many people to help make this a suc-

cess before, during and after and
THANK YOU for your part in that!

oF

1Y EYES

Each of the Seriptures below should take ten o fiffeen minutes to wite (depending on how out in
your jounal. Feel free to add a reflection to the end of your wiifing as The Lord speaks to you in
a fresh new way. And share with us what The Lord is speaking to your heart in the September

comments at The Felicity Bee and let's start a beautiful conversation!

Day |: Deuteronomy 31:6-8 Day 18: Joel 3:16-17
Day 2:  Joshua 1:5-7 Day 19: lsaiah 25:1-4
Day 3:  Proverbs 3:5-8 Day 20: Colossians |:9-14
Day 4:  lsaiah 41:9-11 Day 21: Deuteronomy 20:1-4
Day 5:  Philippians 4:10-13
Day 6:  Isaiah 40:28-31 Day 22: Exodus |5:1-4
Day 7:  Joshua 1:8-11 Day 23: Isaiah 26:1-4

Day 24: 2 Timothy 4:16-18
Day 8:  Psalm 119:25-28 Day 25: Psalm 56:1-4
Day 9:  Ephesians 6:10-13 Day 26: 2 Samuel 22:1-4
Day 10: 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 Day 27: Psalm 138:1-3
Day |1: Psalm 28:6-9 Day 28: | Samuel 30:3-6
Day 12: Psalm 118:14-18
Day 13: lIsaiah 12:1-3 Day 29: Psalm 73:25-28
Day 14: lIsaiah 12:4-6 Day 30: 2 Samuel 22:31-34
Day 15: Habakkuk 3:17-19
Day 16: Psalm 59:16-17
Day 17: Psalm 31:21-24

www. | heFelicityBee.com

Charge
Conference

Our annual church charge con—
ference will be held October
14th, starting at 4:00 pm at
Napoleon Christ UMC. All mem—
bers of Chapel are invited to

attend this event.
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cerns;

Long-Term Needs:
Becky Strauss (Sister in law to Bill and Reagan Strauss) - Cancer;
Rebecca Livengood (Vicky Leatherman’s mother) - Health concerns;
Braden Kramer -

Health Concerns;
Silveus; Morris Myers—Lung Cancer; Leo “Bud” Zenz,
(Fetterman extended family) - Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia; Brady Chapa—Cancer;
nie Cramer (Christy Myers’ mother) - Lymphoma. Also, members of the military and their

families, our missionary families.

Bill Strauss; Mike Collier—Recovering from knee surgery;
Russ Strayer—Health Concerns.; Family and friends of Patsy Leatherman—Patsy

passed away August 26th; Janice Benson (Jennifer Clapp’s mother)-Health concerns; Tom
Tedrow—Recovering from knee surgery; DeeAnn Shafer—Cancer; Tom Atkinson—Heart At-

tack; Family and friends of Nathan Soto—Nathan passed away Aug. 29th.

Kent Spiess,

Courtney Patton—Health Con-

Isaac Seagrave (Steve & Mary Seagrave’s son) - Health concerns;
Margaret Bollman—

Ken

Con-
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Fall is almost here and that means that there are several
ministries that are starting back up!!! Check them out
and mark them on your calendar! We would love to
have you join us!!

All men are invited to Charlie’s Café on Tuesday mornings,
starting September 4th, at 6 am as we dig in to the Word of
God.

School starts September 4th and that means so does the
ROCK!  The ROCK will be open Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday of each week from 3-5 pm. Kids are invited to
come hang out. There are snacks, games and devotions.

The sign up sheet for volunteers is out!!! This is a great

AN OUTREACH MINISTRY OF LIBERTY CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

opportunity to show the love of Christ to those in our

community.

Regular Schedule for Wednesday Night Ministries:
Pastor Brad’s Bible study - 6:30-7:30 pm
Kid’s Klub (5yrs old-6th grade) - 6:30-7:30 pm
Jr. High YF — 6:30-7:30 pm
Sr. High YF 7-8:45 pm

The United Methodist Men will begin their monthly
meetings September 10th at 6:00 pm. All men are
invited to join us for this time of food, fellowship
and speakers.

UNITED METHODIST MEN
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Liberty Chapel United Methodist Church
9474 County Road V, Liberty Center, OH 43532
Lead Pastor Dr. Brad Martin Youth Pastor Tom Gerberich
Church Phone 419-533-2881 Church Office Hours M - F 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS - 8:15 AM. & 10:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL -9:15 A M.

E-mail: libertychapel@metalink.net
Web site: Libertychapel.net

A body knowing and growing in Christ so deeply that He is
overflowing to others.”

Return Service Requested

September 2018




