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Blitz Week     

This past month has been a whirlwind! Students moved back on campus, which
meant that things got busy! The first week of school, our church really focuses on
being intentional in reaching the student body. We call this Blitz week. Because of
Covid, we had to do things di�erently this year, so we set up a tent in the middle of
campus and between our sta� team and student leaders, we were able to run the
tent every day for the first 10 days of students moving in! It was a great opportunity
to meet new (and old) students and to connect them with our church.
         
Because of Covid, BGSU made all of the dorm rooms singles and didn't do many
welcome week activities. This le� freshman feeling lost and without friends. Because
of that, we had all types of freshman stopping at our tent for extended periods of
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time just to talk! Many students who would normally avoid a church, were drawn to
us because of their desire for friendships. Praise God! I was able to have great
conversations with people ranging from atheists who had tons of questions for me,
to freshman who already knew they wanted to get connected to H2O. 
     
Not only did those students talk about coming to our church, but many actually
came! I met students at the student union on the first Sunday of school to walk them
over to service. About 30 freshman showed up! That was a huge answer to prayer!
We felt like it would be really hard for students to get connected this year, but God
has used our creative outreach events to continue to draw freshman in!

Because of Covid, we've been having outdoor, socially-distanced worship. It's been a
great change of pace and a great way to still safely gather together!

Fresh Start in Youth Ministry

This past month, I have been devoting my full-time hours to youth and college
ministry, as I reached my initial support goal just days a�er sending out my last
prayer letter where I asked for prayers to finish support raising before students
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moved in!! Thank you to each of you for your prayers and financial support, it really
means a lot to me to be so supported in this ministry.

It has been great to be getting back into ministry, but has definitely been a big
adjustment. Honestly, I forgot how challenging ministry can be for the first few
weeks, months, and even years. Since ministry hinges so much on relationships
(with students, parents, volunteers, etc), getting started takes a lot of time and
energy. For the time being, we have been doing youth group every other week (soon
to be every week), and because of that, we have only had youth group twice since
I've been here. It's been really good, but it has also been really hard trying to have
conversations with and getting to know 30 di�erent teenagers and their parents in
that short of time. The first week, I just observed youth group & spent time getting to
know students. The second youth group I led the message. It was really great to get
back to teaching the Word to teenagers as it is something that I'm extremely
passionate about.

I really love the adult volunteers that I get to lead youth ministry alongside and feel
super blessed for the youth ministry team that already exists. I'm super excited to
continue doing youth ministry and to start meeting each week to get more face time
with students.

Some of you may have heard about some allegations made against our church. For
others of you, you have no idea what this I'm referring to. I want to briefly share with
you about these allegations as I suspect many of you don't care much, while others
want to know all of the details. If you fall into the second camp and you have
questions that are unanswered or would like to talk about it more in-depth, please
feel free to reach out to me!

On Sunday the 6th, our church service was protested a�er some allegations were
made about our church on social media by some BGSU students. Our pastoral team
and our directors have handled things with the utmost respect and have done a
great job addressing these concerns. I am grateful to be a part of this sta� team and
proud to have the team of pastors and directors that we do. If you would like to read
our response to these allegations (which also mentions what the allegations are), I
have included a link here.

PRAY

http://h2ochurch.com/about-us/recent-events
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Your prayers are so important. I truly believe that prayer is powerful and would
greatly appreciate you spending some time in prayer for one or all of the things on
this list! Also, if there are ways I can be praying for you, please let me know!

- Praise God that I reached my initial support goal before students moved in!
- Praise God for the leaders and sta� team that I feel blessed to work alongside.
- Pray for me to build solid relationships with teenagers and college students.
- Pray for our church to stand strong during the persecution and false allegations we
are facing. Pray for the truth to be known.
- Pray for one girl in particular that I spoke with who was planning to leave the
church because of these claims.
- Pray for college freshman who are struggling with depression as it has been
challenging for a lot of them to meet new people.
- Pray for me to find ways to serve BG middle school and high school and to build
relationships with teachers, administrators, and other key leaders in the community.

I would love to hear an update on your life and how I can be praying for you as well.
Have a great day!

-Tom Gerberich
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